CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 3rd NOVEMBER 2005.

Present:
Becki Withers – Vice Chair
Nick Conder






Teresa Bernard

Tim Harker 



David Brown


(Eddie Quirk – Co-opted during meeting)






David Clark – Parish Clerk

  






In attendance : KDC Cllr Peter Veasey and 7 Parishioners. 
ITEM 1 :   ELECTION OF CHAIR
1.1
Following the resignation of the previous Chair on 15th September, the Vice Chair presided over the meeting and called for proposals for Chair of the Council.  Cllr Harker proposed Cllr Brown : no other proposals were made.  The Vice Chair called for a vote and Cllr David Brown was elected unanimously.  Cllr Brown then took the Chair, signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office (filed with these minutes) and proceeded with the meeting.




ITEM 2 :   APOLOGIES :  Cllr Jonny Sykes (on leave).

ITEM 3 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :  Cllr Conder declared a prejudicial interest in Item 13.2

ITEM 4 :  CO-OPTION TO FILL CASUAL VACANCY
4.1
The Chair noted that the electorate had not sought a by-election and Members were authorised to proceed with co-option :  he then asked for the proposal of candidates.  Cllr Bernard proposed Mr E K Quirk: no other proposals were made.  The Chair called for a vote and Mr Quirk was elected unanimously.  Mr Quirk then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office (filed with these Minutes), undertook to submit the form of Register of Interests within 28 days,  and took his seat on the Parish Council. 
 
ITEM 5 :  APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES

3.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 15th September 2005 was proposed by Cllr Withers, seconded by Cllr Bernard,  and approved by all.  

ITEM  6 :  MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
6.1
Dragon’s Teeth Pilot Scheme (Item 5)  It was agreed to await action to trim hedge before proceeding. Submission of case to Highways Authority to be determined at next Meeting.  Agenda action : Clerk
6.2
Web-site (Item 6)  The Chair noted that procurement of the Community web-site was under way.  The Clerk noted that KDC had confirmed their involvement.  It was agreed to keep under review. 
6.3
Milk Delivery Noise (Item 13.,1)  In response to a query from Cllr Conder, the Clerk confirmed he had obtained Dairy Crest Ltd agreement to seek moderation of the noise of night/early deliveries.

ITEM  7 :  FLOWERS FOR INTERNAL AUDITOR
7.1
The Clerk noted that a reserve of £30 existed for this purpose.  Cllr Conder proposed that flowers should be sent to Mrs Nuala Orlick as thanks for her work on the 2004/05 Accounts.  This was seconded by Cllr Bernard and approved by all.  Cllr Withers to arrange suitable flowers within the amount provided – refund to be arranged at the next meeting.   Action Cllr Withers & the Clerk (agenda)
ITEM  8 :  FINANCE : AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS
8.1
£200.00 to KGPF .
Proposed Cllr Conder, seconded  Cllr Harker,  approved by all.

8.2
£40.00 to CPCC .
Proposed by Cllr Harker, Seconded Cllr Bernard, approved by all.
8.3
£25.00 to RBL.

Proposed by Cllr Brown, seconded Cllr Bernard, approved by all.
8.4
£33.00 to Village Hall.
Proposed Cllr Harker, seconded Cllr Conder, approved by all.

ITEM  9 :  COMMUNITY CLEANSING GRANT
9.1
The Clerk reminded Members that any application for a FY 2006/07 grant must be made by the end of the month. Also that, with regard to the £100 grant held in the accounts for the current year, it had been intended to define and run an event at this time.   After discussion it was agreed by all that the Chair and Cllr Withers would review both matters out of committee and advise all of their recommendation. Action: Chair & Cllr Withers.
ITEM  10 :  SURVEY OF PARISH WELLS
10.1
The Chair reminded all that the intention was to establish the condition of both the structure and water quality of the two public Parish wells.  After a false start he had now made contact with a body which had had similar work satisfactorily carried out and he hoped to have a firm recommendation by the next meeting.   Action : Chair & Clerk(agenda) 
ITEM  11 :  ‘BUTTS HILL TO WILD WINDS’ TRACK WIDTH
11.1
The Clerk reported that KDC (Property Management Officer) had been unable to establish any record of the width of the track.  She had however now been able to establish that KDC owned the element of the track running from the public highway (Butts Hill) in the north to the beginning of the Allotments (circa  2/3rd of its length), and had provided copies of the plan showing this land ownership as the basis for our approach to the Land Registry.  
11.2
The Land Registry had been approached and understood that our intent was solely to establish the width of the track so that it could be monitored and safeguarded in future in the interests of, in particular, access by emergency service vehicles and septic tank and allotment maintenance vehicles. Unfortunately, whilst there was evidence of a survey of the track by their staff in 2000, this could not be traced on their computerised records.  Discussion had revealed a manual exercise to transfer their records to the computer after that time and this had caused a number of problems. The staff were now attempting to find the pre-computer system records to respond to our inquiry. 
11.3
Members noted progress to date and the Chair undertook to make the outcome available to Parishioners in due course once inquiries had reached some conclusion.
ITEM  12 :  RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA – NOTE PROGRESS
12.1
The Clerk summarised the position as follows.  He had written on 1st October to the CE of Wiltshire Ambulance Service, copy to KDC Cllr Veasey, as instructed.   The CE had subsequently telephoned to reassure the Council and advise that his senior staff would respond in writing shortly.  A letter dated 13th October had subsequently been received from their Snr Ops Manager dealing with ‘Address and Location Updating’ which provided extensive information on the nature of the Residence Data available to them and concluding that they were currently doing as much as they could to ensure they had a comprehensive knowledge of location data for our area.  No mention was made of the incident on the 7th August 2005 or the fact that, regardless of their extensive data, the crew had ‘got lost’ trying to find the specific address. Additionally there had been no response to the  request for hard copy of their data to enable the Council to check and update it if necessary.   Nor, it was noted, had the response been copied (as per the Council’s approach, to KDC Cllr Peter Veasey.  The Clerk had since written back (on 18th October) raising these issues but had received no response to date.
12.2
The Chair indicated that he had copies of the exchange of correspondence.   He stated that it was right that the Clerk should conduct the Council’s correspondence and praised the way it had been done. However the response from Wiltshire Ambulance Service was not satisfactory and, given that the subject was arguably the most important one the Council was dealing with, he proposed that he should now take the initiative and should consider escalation of the matter.  This to be done out of committee in consultation with KDC Cllr Peter Veasey.  This was unanimously agreed.
ITEM  13 :  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
13.1
Record of actions since the last meeting  - the Clerk read the following - all were content:-

52880/F  New Zealand Farm. Use of barn for stabling.  No objection by PC. Now approved by KDC

52936/Tr2  Glebe Hse, Upper Chute.  Work to Cherry Tree.  No objection by PC. Now approved by KDC
53003/F  Land @ 2 Prospect Cottages. Erection of house. No objection by PC. Now refused by KDC
53059/Tr  Quince Cottage, Upper Chute.  Tree Work.  No objection by PC. Now approved by KDC
13.2
Wild Winds :Decision on application to replace bungalow with 2 storey 4 b/r house : K/53108/F.  Cllr Conder, having declared a prejudicial interest, withdrew for this item.  It was noted that the application had completed circulation on 21st October and that all Members had attended an on-site meeting on that day.  The Clerk advised that, although the KDC deadline for response had passed, the assigned planning officer was prepared to await the outcome of this meeting – also that he had copies of two objections by Parishioners to the application.  At the request of the Chair, the Clerk read aloud the two letters of objection.  It was then agreed that, aside from matters of personal opinion, there were certainly elements of the plans which seemed ambiguous and it was undesirable that they should be open to interpretation.  The Chair then outlined the role of the Parish Council and, since there seemed to be matters of factual relevance, adjourned the meeting to allow members of the public to comment.
KDC Cllr Veasey outlined his role and encouraged Parishioners to concentrate on matters which could be described as ‘factual’ since these could perhaps be taken into account by the Parish Council and be supported in turn by himself.  A general discussion then took place and, when all seemed content, the Chair re-convened the Council Meeting.
13.3
The Chair then instructed the Clerk to read aloud the draft response to the Planning Application which had been provisionally agreed following the on-site meeting. This gave general support to the application but sought clarification/reassurance on some possibly ambiguous matters.  He then summarised the discussion by proposing that the draft should be formally adopted but expanded to include concerns over the following points which had arisen:-  
* the location of the septic tank & drainage area, given the relative levels of adjacent ground.
* the stability of the ground to the north, given the proposed excavation for the garage basement.

* that the plans might be interpreted as showing that the access track is part of the Wild Winds plot.
This was agreed by all (with the exception of Cllr Quirk who abstained  since the earlier briefing had taken place before his co-option)
ITEM  14 :  APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR
13.1
Cllr Bernard advised that her possible candidate had been abroad on holiday but that she would now approach her.  It was agreed that this should be resolved before the possibility of approaching another candidate was pursued.  Action : Cllr Bernard & Clerk (agenda)
ITEM 15:
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
15.1
Resignation of Councillor.    Councillor Teresa Bernard formally advised that, due to  pressure of personal matters,  she would reluctantly resign from Chute Parish Council with effect from the closure of the meeting.  She recorded her enjoyment of her period of service as a Councillor and all expressed their regret at her resignation and their gratitude for her support . A vote of thanks was unanimously carried and all wished her well..  The Clerk would advise KDC accordingly. Action : Clerk
15.2
Police Recruit Training Cllr Harker drew attention to an invitation to contribute to the training syllabus for new police recruits. After discussion it was agreed that he should consult and take this forward. Action Cllr Harker
15.3
Peel House/Village Green Boundary  Cllr Withers drew attention to uncertainties over the situation vis a vis the new house. It was agreed that the Clerk would produce the registered map of the Green and accompany Cllr Withers on an inspection – report to next meeting. Action :  Cllr Withers and Clerk
15.4
Members’ Special Interests   The Chair proposed that, now a new member had been co-opted and a further one possible at the next meeting, it was time to review the matters covered, their scope and allocation to members.  It was agreed that this should be on the agenda for the next Meeting.  Action Clerk (agenda)
15.5
Community Awards 2006 -‘Recognising Endeavour’    The Chair drew attention to a Tidworth Development Trust letter seeking nominations – the Council had successfully nominated the Chute Link Scheme last year.  It was agreed that a response should be scheduled for the next meeting.  Action Clerk 
15.6
Repair of Bus Shelter   The Clerk advised that Paul Milford (Grandis Services) intended to begin work on the 7th November.  It was agreed that subject to inspection/acceptance of the work by the Clerk & Cllr Conder, the bill could be settled – within estimate of £595- without waiting for the next meeting. (Clerk’s note : see minutes of 23 June 05)




































15.7

Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair noted that the next Council meeting was scheduled for 8th December and, there being no further business, closed the meeting.
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Signed


Dated


